Army Nurse Corps Association Position Paper

Department of Education Proposed Rule Change to 35CFR 668.2

Recently, the Department of Education, under a proposed rule, excluded nursing
from its list of professional degree programs as a revision of policy (34 CFR 668.2)
1965. Under the 1965 policy nursing was not listed as a professional degree; however,
the wording of the policy stated professional degrees are “not limited to” those
mentioned. The wording “not limited to” enabled student loan determinations for nurses.
The new language introduced by the Department of Education excludes the phase “not
limited to” which has the potential to impact 302,000 students currently enrolled in
nursing programs (Newsweek, Nov. 20t")." Of note, Public Law No: 119-21
(07/04/2025)? authorized the elimination of the Grad PLUS Program that was designed
to assist graduate and professional students to cover their loans.

The Army Nurse Corps Association rejects the proposed rule change and
recommends that the Department of Education re-instate the former language which
enabled student loan determinations for nurses or change the language to include
nursing in the list of professional degrees. Not changing the language will deepen the
nursing shortage in the United States and further compound the healthcare crisis.
Furthermore, numerous studies show that care rendered by professional nurses directly
results in higher quality and safer care for patients. This includes providing the highest
quality and the safest care to our Active Duty and Retired Military Members. The Army
Nurse Corps Association is the professional organization for current and former Army
nurses. Army Nurses have served in the military of the United States for over 124 years
and are among the most educated groups of professional nurses in the nation. The
proposed rule change introduced by the Department of Education directly affects the
readiness of our Active Duty Service Members and threatens the quality and safety of
care for our Veterans who have given their full measure for their country.



